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ticipates the odium which they are liable 
ſuſtaining, not only on account of the 
parent novelty of the ſyſtem attempted 
be developed; but by reaſon of the prin- 
les inculcated, being contrary to the ge- 
rally received opinions of the greater * 
his countrymen. 


But if his endeavours to throw a light up- 
, and collect into focus, a ſubject, which |||] 


s been already ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, by 
e ſolemn fiat of men, whole abilities re- 
& honor upon the times in which they 
red, ſhall be approved, his exertions will 
> amply rewarded ; —His only requeſt is, 
| 1mpartial reading, and that, whatever 
all appear to be wrong, may meet with 


ie cenſure which erroneous principles me- 
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id enlightened public will not withhold ap- 
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HE ſaying that the truth ſhould not t be ele 

all times, has a direct tendency to evil; it is 

e firſt ſtep, towards initiating the human mind in 

cious principles. By adhering to this precept, | ß 
e infallibly break through the barrier which 1 
wides virtue and vice, and ſubject man, con 
wally, to thoſe ſpecious allurements, which lel- 
m fail of ending 1 to him. 


Thoſe eſtabliſhments, ber civil or reli- 
ous, whoſe baſis is founded in reaſon, and the 
tpreffed approbation of the people, could not 
wy ever have had occaſion to forbid the + 

eaking of truth; it could only have originated 
th ſuperſtition, fraud, arbitrary power, or ſome 
ch futile inventions which will not bear ſcru- 
wang. In fact, truth loſes none of its beauties 
being inveſtigated ; the more we examine it, 
more we ſhall be convinced of its authenticity, 
d the greater will be our admiration of it. 
iſehood is in a continual dread of being brought 
the teſt, leſt-a diſcovery of the methods it takes 
5 on the human Wann ſhould be 
ecte 
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By liſfemiqutine principles, whether 7 equita his 

or otherwiſe, man ſuſtains no real injuty; tis th fore 

application of erroneous principles to practicꝰ for 

ö is alone unjuſtifiable, — whi 

Wop 1 ma! 
e offence would it be, againſt the laws c 

ſiociety, to endeavour to prove chat thoſe im 7 

menſely diſtant orbs of light, the ſtars, are eithe rent 

inhabited or uninhabited ? but, undoubtedly, we they 

At the intereſt of any deſcription cr clafs of mei gel; 

that che public ſhould hold a contrary opinion ef 

they would take every method their imagination deer 

ould deviſe to effeftuate it: if they ſhould fai pin 

and the legiſlature countenanced them, they wou el. 

as à dernier reſort, moſt probably, have recour tyra: 

to the argument of force, in order to refute th and 

Which the torce of eiche was incapable of. leaſt 

| To ; nit puniſhments on men, for a free d "ge 

: Aiver of their opinions, inſtead of acting as a an 

futation, generally tends the more effectually Men 


Tout them in their minds; and to an impartial o 
© ſerver, will be, at leaſt, a negative proof of tl 
85 Incontrovertibility of ſuch opinion 


| The revenge of ſecretly maintaining ede ſe 
„„ timents for which they may have been per/ccul 
|. with molt men, operates as a recoipente for t 
injuries ſuſlained on account of having prom 
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Man cannot think otherwiſe than he does; he 
only judges of objects as they preſent themſelves 
to his imagination; his thoughts being the effect 
of his particular organization, are no more under 
his ſubjection than his reſpiration. It is, there - 
tore, highly unreaſonable he ſhould be puniſhed 
for doing that which he cannot poſſibly avoid, and 
which probably he may think is for the benefit of 
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The publication of opinions, like the rapid tor- 
rents of Tivers, is only to be checked for a ſeaſon ; 


they afterwards return in their accuſtomed chan- 


nels with a redoubled force. Neither the de/poti/m 
of Germany, nor the ſuper/tition of Italy, hath _ 
been, or will be, able to withſtand the progreſs of 
opinion. A ſpirit of free enquiry has manifeſted 
itſelf, and it is not in the power of all the coaleſced 
tyrants of the world to ſay, thus far ſhalt thou go 
and no farther. Its effects have been felt where 
leaſt ſuſpected. Even the throne of the mighty 
Ottoman emperor has been ſhaken by it. Reaſon, 
on hugh, has diſplayed her ſtandard, and however ty- | 
Lranny and ſuperſtition may confederate, the genial in- 
fluence of her benign government muſt ſooner or later 
be ſpread throughout the univerſe, . 


Man, when once fully convinced of his error, 


If the leaſt ſpark of honeſty or virtue reſides in his 


breaſt, will be obliged to acknowledge the impro- 
priety of his former conduct, : 


7 85 I 


"Reaſoning, by precedent, ſubjects us to error 
continually ; for until we are perfectly acquainted 
with- the e motives which induced our prede- 
ceſſors to adopt ſuch meaſures, we ought not to 
look up to them as infallible. Perhaps the 1.5 
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